
Festival of Owls, Woodpeckers, Hazel Hen 
and the spring migration!  

Krakow and the Carpathians 15-18 April 2010 

 

 

 

April is the best time to spot many species which often are missed during 

tours in May/June. Why? Woodpeckers  are very active occupying 

nestholes, drumming loudly are easy to localize. Thanks to this we will show 

you all 10 of European species with Three-toed, Black, Grey headed, 

White-backed, Syrian, Middle&Lesser spotted and Wryneck. We offer 

you impressive list of Owls with Pygmy, Eagle, Tengmalm’s, Ural Owl  

(subspecies of macroura with two phases gray and brown living in the 

Carpathians) possible to see at the daytime in April. It is also the best time 

for Hazel Hen as it is their lekking time and these shy birds are very active 

when protecting territories. They are easy to attract with special whistle. The 

other good species observed in this period: Nutcracker, Black Stork, 

Golden & Lesser Spotted eagle, Caspian Gull, Ring o uzel, Crested, 

Marsh&Willow Tit, Collared Flycatcher and many more. We can expect 

exciting views of woodland birds and mammals. They are more easy to spot 

as no leaves in the middle of April. The bird of this tour in 2006 was a Lynx!  



DAY 1 (15 APRIL - Thursday)  

Arrival to Krakow (if you will be a day before we organize hotel)  

Short walk in the city park for Woodpeckers which are very active, noisy and prepare nestholes. 
We know this places then will be easy to find Black, Grey headed, Green, Syrian, Middle, 
Lesser, Great spotted Woodpeckers and even Wryneck  if they arrived from wintering range. 
The other interesting species for western birders are Collared Flycatcers, Treecreper  and Short 
toed treecreeper, Hawfinch and many more.  

 

 

 

Lunch and short sightseeing in the beautiful Old Town where we will show you Tawny Owl  with 
young perching on the tree. Drive (20 minutes) to Niepo
omicka Forest for Ural Owl observations. 
This magnificent birds near the nest are very aggressive. We will observe them before dusk. Later 
in evening visits in Little and Barn Owl territories.  

Dinner and overnight in Niepo
omicka Forest 

 

 

 



DAY 2/3 (16/17 APRIL -FRIDAY/ SATERDAY)  

 
Breakfast and passage to the south Pieniny Mts. Accommodation in nice pension where in the 
environs White backed, Three toed, Grey headed and Black’ peckers . Walk to find all of them 
as well as enigmatic Hazel Hen.  It is the best time of the year to attract this secretive grouse with a 
special whistle made of goose bone. The other factor dense populations of this species will help us 
as well there. Closer to the dusk we will concentrate on owls. Pygmy Owl  is the species of diurnal 
activity with the optimum on the edge of the day and night. They arrive after whistling when light 
conditions are still good. Later in the evening we will show you Tengmalm’s Owl. It is also 
possibility to see them close to the nesthole perching during a day if lucky. It will be the time males 
are noisy trying attract females to the nest holes.  
 
 

 
 

The other evening we will walk to see the last and largest owl – Eagle Owl.  This lime-stone rocky 
area is inhabited by good population. It is the highest density of them in Poland. They perch on the 
rocks and start fly for hunting when dusk. It will not be a problem to observe Long eared Owls 
near the nest as well. The other highlights of this area are Black Storks, Lesser spotted and 
Golden Eagle,  Honey Buzzard, Peregrine, Hobby, Nutcracker, Dipper , Marsh&Willow and 
Crested Tit.  The other wildlife possible to find in this area Red Deer, Wild Boar, Beavers.  There 
are Brown Bear, Wolves and Lynx  in the Pieniny Mts then we will find tracks and droppings of 
them and we may be able to catch a glimpse. Flora with Carpathians endemics as Dentaria 
glandulosa and Symphytum cordatum in full bloom. Butterflies with common Camperbell Beauty.  
The streams and ponds are breeding grounds for the endemical Carpathian Newt, Yellow bellied 
toed and many others. It will be opportunity to spot Fire Salamander , a big black and orange 
amphibian that was the primitive symbol of alchemy. 

Back for dinner and rest. Overnight in Pieniny Mts 



 

DAY 4 (18 APRIL - SUNDAY)  

Morning observations in Pieniny if we missed any species. Breakfast and passage (1.5 h) to the 
fishponds complex near Auschwitz where migration in full swing an area with numerous fish ponds 
systems which have a history that is 700 years old. We will find single Temminck's & Little stint, 
Marsh Sandpiper  in flocks of Ruff (spectacular fightings), Spotted Redshank, Green and Wood 
Sandpiper, Dunlin, Curlew sandpiper, Godwit, Redsha nk, Little-ringed & Ringed Plover . We 
will also have good chances to see and Jack Snipe,  Citrine Wagtail, Red-throated Pipit which 
are always present here in the end of April. The ponds are overgrown with reeds that give a home 
to a good number of Bitterns  and Little Bitterns  which are often observed. The other Grey, 
Purple and Night Herons  are breeders and big flocks of non breeding Great White 
Egret,White&Black Storks and a few pairs of Cranes.   

 

 



 

It is an excellent place to observe the breeding colony of Caspian Gull  Larus cachinans cachinans 
with some pairs of Mediterranean Gull. It is the time we have some observations of Great black 
headed Gull visiting the fishponds. Four species of Grebes are present with Red-necked & 
Black-necked, Ferruginous Duck, Red-crested Pochard , Shoveler, Gadwall, Garganey, 
Greylag Goose and Whiskered Tern also breed here. There are Whooper Swan, Wigeon, 
Pintail, Goosander and Goldeneye  on passage. Rails are represented by Water Rail, Spotted & 
Little Crake. We will also show you Penduline Tit  creating their nests and observe calling 
Bearded Tits  which should feed young. The dense reed-beds hold, amongst others, Warblers , 
numerous Reed, Great Reed, Savi's, Sedge, Bluethroat of northern subspecies Luscinia svecica 
svecica and Great Grey Shrike. Birds of prey are also present with White-tailed Eagle,  Marsh 
Harriers, Sparrowhawks, Goshawks and probably a few rarer species on the passage with 
Osprey and some Harriers .  

Overnight in Zator. 

 

Day 5 (19 APRIL -MONDAY)  

Morning birding in the fishponds. Breakfast and passage to the airport. We can organize transport 
to the airport on Sunday if necessary! 

 

Price 330 pounds/400 euro  (33 pounds/40 euro extra if single room) includes accommodation in 
nice small mountain hotels with en-suite rooms 2 bedded rooms with private facilities, fantastic 
food (breakfast, lunchpockets, big dinner), transportation by minubus, local guides and expert 
guidance in English. 

 

 
 


